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—Think globally, act locally.

Be ambitious, be steady.—
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Think globally, act locally.
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Now let’s listen to the voices from around the world and go global!
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After Tohoku Susan Thomas

Many things have changed for me
after the Tohoku earthquake. Some of my
friends have left Japan. Some of my family
and friends were worried about me. Some
people’s personalities changed after the
earthquakes, and some of my relationships
here have changed forever. I think after a
disaster, you can really see who people really
are. You can see who 1s brave, who 1s strong
and who really cares about others.

The earthquake has left many people
in Ibaraki with a desire to help those whose
homes and lives were damaged in the
earthquake. It has been wonderful to see
that many people want to give their time,
money and support to prefectures affected by
the tsunami and earthquake. A small group
of Ibaraki ALT’s and I tried to volunteer
during Golden Week in Miyagi. At the last
minute, we were told that Miyagi had too
many volunteers and that we should try to
volunteer another time. Luckily through our
Japanese friend, we were put in contract
with a man named Hiroshi. Hiroshi works
with the evacuation center in Iwaki. He
offered to help us volunteer in his city.

We first arrived in Iwaki, we were a little
unsure about what we would be doing.
Hiroshi, my three friends and I began by
walking around asking people if they needed
help. Eventually, a man and his mother said
that we could help them. A lot of dirt and
garbage had swept under the foundation of
their house. The floor boards had rotted.

Our group began to pull up the floor
boards and shovel out the dirt and trash.
After a few hours of work, we sat down for a
snack that his mother had prepared. They
were both surprised that we had traveled
into an area that the United States
government had advised against entering.
Actually, we had not realized it was within
the advisory evacuation zone, but I do not
think i1t would have affected our decision.
The man told us that his father had built the
house with his uncle. It was his ancestor’s

house. As we were leaving, his mother
started thanking us and crying. We were so
glad that we had been able to help them. It
made us happy that we could help others
after a terrible disaster.

I've tried to live by the words, “I am a
citizen of the world, and my religion is to do
good.” The world is becoming more and more
of an international place. It is important to
help others no matter which country you are
from or what language you speak. Some of
the Iwaki people were surprised that
foreigners were there helping. Being a
foreigner has nothing to do with it. At the
end of the day, there really is no such thing
as “foreigners,” because we all share the
same world. I have met people from over 30
different countries. We all have so much in
common, and we all have a responsibility to
help those who are in need.

Let's Help Students
in Miyagil

ﬁWe are going to send a care

package to students and their
families living in Koizumi @
Miyagi.

We need donations of:

socks, wet wipes, hand ~_ <&p
sanitizers, soap, shampoo, (E%,'{Jh

snacks, packaged food, iy
batteries, magazines, manga
or candy (for the children).

“\/’@Please give any donations to, 5,
Ms. Susan. B




School Days
Krystol Velasque
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of you may not remember
me, but I was the ALT at
Mito Sakuranomaki Senior
- : High School from 2008 to
2010. My name is Kyrstol Velasquez, and I live in
Trinidad and Tobago, which is in the Caribbean.

Some

When I first came to Japan, I was very excited.
Japan is very different from Trinidad and Tobago,
and I wanted to experience Japanese culture. I
think I was very lucky to live in Ibaraki. I was able
to eat lots of Japanese food, see many festivals and
learn about Japanese customs. I made many
friends in Japan and I even learned a little

Japanese!

Of course, one of my favourite things to was talk to
my students. I was an ALT at Mito Sakuranomaki
SHS, Sawa SHS and Ooarai SHS, and I enjoyed
speaking with my students very much, and they
taught me many things. I spent the most time in
Mito Sakuranomaki,
Makikosei better!

and so I got to know

At Makiko, I made many good memories. I had a lot
of fun with my students in Oral Communication
and English classes. I also had fun in the
International Club after school in the LL Room
(please join!). I remember many foreign exchange
students coming to Mito Sakuranomaki, and
practicing for Interactive Forum. I also went to
School Festivals and Sports Days. I did a lot of fun

things in Mito Sakuranomaki!

The students at Mito Sakuranomaki were all very
nice to me. I think that Makikosei are all very
smart and kind students. They are also very genki!
And of course, Mito Sakuranomaki has the best
teachers! Mito Sakuranomaki is very lucky to have
such good teachers. All the teachers were very nice

to me, and helped me and taught me many things,

and I am glad that we all became friends! Because
of all of you, I was able to have a wonderful time in

Japan!

Now that I am back in Trinidad and Tobago, I miss
Japan very much. One day, I will visit Ibaraki
again to see all my friends. I am very glad that I
was an ALT at Mito Sakuranomaki Senior High
School!

Until next time!
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