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—Think globally, act locally.

Be ambitious, be steady.—
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§4 2012 [ a year of happiness
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Now let s listen to the voices from around the world and go global!
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“The dice is cast.” “Trust yourself.”
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Bl How We Celebrate the New Year
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Celebrating the New Year’s Holiday
Susan Thomas

The New Year’s holiday seems to be an
important holiday in Japan. We also celebrate
New Year’s in my country; however we celebrate
it in a way that is different from Japan. The New
Year’s holiday in Japan seems to be a day for
families to come together. Sometimes families in
America celebrate New Year’s together; however,
it is more of a day for boyfriends and girlfriends.
In Japan, it is a religious day, but in America it is
just a day for parties.

Every year in New York City a giant ball
made of crystal and light bulbs is hung on a high
pole in Times Square. Times Square is a famous
business and shopping area in New York City.
When the clock strikes midnight on New Year’s
Eve, the ball drops 23 meters. Beautiful fireworks
are lit. Many famous music groups perform and
celebrities give speeches. People come from all
around the world to see it, and many others will
watch the event on television.

Right before midnight, we count the
seconds by saying, “Five, four, three, two,
one...Happy New Year!” After the clock strikes
midnight, it is custom to say, “Cheers,” (kampai)
and drink champagne. It is also a tradition to kiss
the person you love, like your boyfriend or
girlfriend. Many people throw confetti, small,
colorful pieces of paper, blow in paper horns or
use other noise makers. Some people wear funny
hats or costumes. The traditional song we listen to
after the clock strikes midnight is called Auld
Lang Syne. The phrase, “Auld Lang Syne,” comes
from Scottish English. “Auld Lang Syne,” means,
“times long ago.” The song means that we
should remember old friends. In modern
times, except when singing this song, we never
use the phrase, “Auld Lang Syne.”

Auld Lang Syne
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And never brought to mind?
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And auld lang syne!

Chorus:
For auld lang syne, my dear,
For auld lang syne.
We'll take a cup o' kindness yet,
For auld lang syne.
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English Expressions
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Now you try!



